Merry Christmas
Brethren of 
Arlington 129
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With Best Wishes 

Bro Santa Claus

Arlington 129
December 2011 Trestleboard
Worshipful Master’s Message 

Greetings Brethren,

It’s hard to believe Installation has come and passed. It seemed like yesterday that I became a member of Arlington Lodge 129. And now I sit as Worshipful Master. My, how time does pass. I look forward to the new and up coming year. I would like to thank the installing team and a wonderful reception of brethren supporting this special occasion. 

There are several individuals in particular I would like to single out and give Masters Wages to. VWB Boyd K. McPherson, VWB Warren Schoeben, and WB Ken Shotwell. You have made this transition to the East very memorable for me and I would like to thank you personally. Thank you for all your support and warm advice.

Finally, I would like wish each and everyone and your families a Very Merry Christmas and a Very Happy New Year.

With Warmest Regards,

WB John Schenkel

Master, Arlington 129

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday 12/14           129 Stated Mtg.                                  7:30 pm       Dinner @ 6:30 pm

Monday       12/19           129 Temple Board Mtg.                      7:00 pm

Sunday        12/25           Christmas Day

Wednesday  12/28           No Meeting!          

Saturday      1/07             SLOC @ Sultan-Monroe #160            8:00 am Breakfast,  9:00 am SLOC Meeting

Wednesday  1/11             129 Stated Mtg.                                  7:30 pm       Dinner @ 6:30 pm

Monday       1/16             129 Temple Board Mtg.                      7:00 pm

Wednesday  1/25             129 Stated Mtg.                                  7:30 pm       No Dinner

Further Light in Masonry

Brothers,  I have attached a short article written by the prodigious author MWB Carl H. Claudy, known as the Father of the Short Talk.  It is taken from the book A Master’s Wages and is entitled When Masonry Seems to Fail.  If you enjoy this and would like to read some more of his works you can find a number of them at the following site: http://web.mit.edu/dryfoo/Masons/Claudy/claudy-bio.html.

Passings

It is with sadness that we pass on the message that MW Milton R. Benson, Past Grand Master (1994-1995) passed away December 12, 2011.  Please watch the Grand Lodge website for details regarding a memorial service.  

Please enjoy the following article

WHEN MASONRY SEEMS TO FAIL

All thinking Masons are distressed by the “failure of Masonry,” immediately to make the world over to its sublime pattern, just as all thinking Christians are distressed at the “failure of Christianity” immediately to make men Christlike. 

If Masonry fails so does every good impulse, every religion, every philosophy, every effort of mankind looking towards betterment.  Yet these “failures” show man as possessing the Divine within him.  Unless a man stumble and fall, he cannot show his will to rise again. The beast of the field tries for but a little while. The horse, hitched to a post, soon learns it cannot move; take away the post but drop the reins over his head and he stands, content with his previous experience that he cannot move.  A predatory fish, put in an aquarium on one side of a glass partition, on the other side of which are the minnows he eats, tries for three days to butt his way through the partition. At the end of the third day he gives up.  His slight intelligence is convinced that these are but shadow minnows, to attempt to eat which produces but sore nose!  Take away the partition and to the day he dies of starvation, that fish will make no further attempt to eat the minnow.

But man strives, and there has yet to be developed the discouragement which stops him.  Through war pestilence, injustice, tyranny, cruelty, wrong, hatred, revenge, inhumanity, man has been trodden down in the mire, yet always he raises up his head, struggles on, and tries to climb again. Lowell says:

“The brute despair of trampled centuries

Leapt up with one hoarse yell and snapt its bands. 

Groped for its right with horny, callous hands

And stared around for God with bloodshot eyes.”

A mighty picture in few words of that which differentiates man from the brute creation; his unconquerable will to know, to strive, to rise.

It is never Masonry which fails; it is Masons who fail. Christ did not fail; God does not fail; neither religion, nor love, nor charity, nor hope, fail.  When Masonry seems to fail, the Mason must remember that time is long; he must not measure accomplishment with the yard stick of three-score years and ten!  Because a Mason is forsworn, or Masonry has not done for him that which he hoped, it is not the art which has deserted him, but he and his fellows who have de​serted the art.

Masonry teaches charity, law, order, toleration, patriotism, goodness, honesty, rectitude, courage, loyalty, faith, sweetness, brotherhood, love of man and love of God.  The perfect Mason would be a perfect man.  Because a Mason is uncharitable or breaks the law, or is intolerant; because he is not a brother and forgets his vows, is no reason for decrying that which he was taught and that which he promised.  Rather should it provoke our pity and our charity, that one of our kind can so far forget his manhood, that one to whom we have rendered love and friendship repays us with stones of evil.

As you, my young brother, grow older in Masonry and in life, you will learn . . . . you must learn . . . . that life as we have to live it, is a series of compromises.  Youth strives for perfection and its pitiless judgment frowns upon anything less.  Masonic youth would re​form the world over night and make every esoteric teaching of Masonry a practical reality. Of such efforts is progress wrought.

But years bring tempered judgment.  If we find ourselves better men because of our Masonry, then Masonry is a working, active force for good, even though our “better” is far, far from perfection.  If Masonry makes a man charitable but once a year, by so much is he carrying out teachings which would otherwise have been unexemplified.

As we go through our lodge life we find many, many instances when Masons act just as the profane might act; men who are selfish and inconsiderate and evil; men who lie and cheat and steal; men who take advantage of their fellows, who seek only selfish ends, who look upon Masonry as a thing apart, not a factor of their lives.  And we sigh and say “Masonry failed.”  But we say wrongly.  We may have failed; we may have taught him ill. He may have failed; he may have been incapable of understanding our teachings.  But to say that the fault is Masonry’s is like laying at the door of God a death which comes from falling over​board in mid-ocean. It is not God which failed to protect the life, it is the life which failed to stay where God does protect it, on the ship. Fire warms and cheers; is it God’s fault or fire’s fault if it burns up our house?

No, my brother, Masonry cannot fail.  Slowly but surely the world which “stares around for God with bloodshot eyes” finds Him. Slowly the Masonry which many teach and some practice wins its converts to the gentler way. Slowly, but oh, so surely, Masonic principles and practice make their way through the fabric of our civilization. The little leaven, leavens the whole lump. But the lump is large, and time is long; the complete leavening is not for today or for tomorrow. No one knows when it is to be; man’s history of ten thousand years shows a mighty progress, but his evolution in prehistoric days was greater. In the sight of the Great Architect, where a thousand years are as but a day, the complete leavening may be tomorrow.

Meanwhile, it is for you and me to see only that we do not fail Masonry.  So shall we contribute each of us our tiny stone to the Great Temple.

From the book THE MASTER’S WAGES written by Carl H. Claudy.
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