Burlington-United 93 Trestleboard

From t he Wbr shi pful Master

Br et hr en,

For February's Trestleboard |I thought some sort of Masonic education or some
other dribble to take up space, so | figured it mght be useful for you al
to know sonet hing about ne since |I'’myour chief dog for this year
I hail fromthe State of Florida but grew up in the Volunteer state of
Tennessee. | went to high school at Tennessee Mlitary Institute where | was
fortunate to graduate, having cone in 23rd of a class of 23. | enlisted in
t he USAF after graduation and conpleting boot canp ended up being a 'scope
dope' -radar operator- until | discharged. | had the GI. Bill so | went to
the University of Tennessee and Florida Atlantic University where | was, with
synmpathy, given a BS in Political Science and Econonmics. | didn't do nuch
after that except work for the Dade County Fire Departnent. There was an itch
inme |l couldn't rid nyself of and that was flying.
My dad's friend was a VietnamPilot (Air Anerica; yes a conpany airline) and
tal ked me back into duty to my country. So after university | went back in
the air force reserve then, mraculously, on to flight school eventually
becoming a C 130 Hercules right seater. It was easy; didn't require excessive
brai n power because the thing flew itself.

| hated flying so after the reserve | went back to university and got a PhD
in political science; what this really neans is that | was |lazy and wanted to
avoid responsibility.
There is a nessage here before you all head off for a scotch and wonder why
anyone would vote ne to the east:

|'ve been a Master Mason for only two years as of this past Decenber but |
want to tell the new guys that if you understand Masonry and talk with those
who have a long history in the craft you will learn rmuch; | have. There are
many exanpl es of men who have wandered fromfraternities, clubs or other
organi zations only to beconme bored and disillusioned; Masonry is conpletely
different. Remenber your obligations through the degrees: Msonry is taught
by degrees only! It is with this anticipation one | ooks to the future and how
bei ng a Mason can becone an instrunental and |ife-changi ng endeavor; you have
read or heard Masonry will nmake you a better man.

Yes the Internet or television may have portrayed what it believes to be the
hi dden nysteries of Free Masonry and there may be those who night violate
their obligations; but they must live with thenmselves. Al Masons have

prom sed to conceal and never reveal! It doesn’t matter what non- Masons

t hi nk, know, or see about free Masonry, we have obligated ourselves never to
say.

The spirit of naking one a better man struck ne like being hit in the head
with a hamrer, | loved it and it becane an integral part of ny life. Wen you
take an office do not rely on ciphers. Your true satisfaction as a Mason is
your honest attenpt to continue our ancient rituals; nenorize your parts ny
brethren, it is important to our history. W nust never forget our ancient
traditions or we may be |ost forever.

Fraternally.

WB Scot t

| may be your master this year but is the Craft nakes a | odge!

Brot her Robert Codlin passed away at Mra Vista in Munt Vernon on January
30, 2008. He was a life nember of Burlington-United 93 (originally with
Burlington 254) and noved to New Mexico after his retirement fromthe
refinery 28 years ago.

Hi s widow, Rosy Codlin, was in Mra Vista al so, but was noved to The Bridge
on LaVenture in Mouunt Vernon today. | spoke with their grandson, Ken Codlin,
toni ght (2-4-08) and he indicated that his grandnother wanted a Masonic



Service. They are maki ng arrangenents w th Hul bush Funeral Hone, and once a
date is set they will give me a call. Please be ready for a funeral hone
cremation service, as soon as a date is set.

Brot her Robert Codlin's menorial service will be held on Friday, Feb 15, at
1: 00 pm Hul bush Funeral Hone, Burlington.
Please join us if you are able.

Seni or Deacon’s Cal endar

Feb 7 6:30 Dinner 7:30 Stated Meeting This is the District Deputies
official visit

Feb 15 1:00 Menorial service for Robert Codlin, Hul bush Funeral Horme,
Bur |l i ngt on

Feb 22 6: 30 Sweet heart D nner

Mar 6 6:30 Dinner 7:30 Stated Meeting We will hold an el ection and
installation for Senior Warden



